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THE CUSP:  

ON DISCONCERTING NOTE OF CORONAVIRUS STORY 
India must press ahead with vaccination to avoid repeat of troubles of the second wave 

August has begun on a disconcerting note in India’s coronavirus story. The seven-day weekly average 

of cases hovers around the psychologically important 40,000 mark and there is an uptick in daily new cases 

with the latest numbers a little over 41,000. A major concern that has assumed national proportions is the 

trajectory of cases in Kerala. With nearly 20,000 fresh cases being added every day, it is of concern that if a 

State with an admirable track record during the earlier wave is under siege now, then many other States 

could be particularly vulnerable against new variants at the start of a third wave. In Kerala, the rise in cases is 

concomitant with a rise in testing that has increased from 130,000 a day on July 25 to 162,000 as of Monday, 

indicating that the infection may be rapidly spreading. Nearly 11 States are now showing a weekly increase in 

cases. Kerala is not the only point of concern. The national situation has prompted the Health Secretary to 

write to States that all districts reporting a positivity rate of more than 10% in the last few weeks ought to 

consider strict restrictions to curtail the movement of people and formation of crowds to prevent the spread 

of infection. Apart from Kerala these include Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Assam, Mizoram, 

Meghalaya, Andhra Pradesh and Manipur. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has also expressed 

concern that 46 districts are showing more than 10% positivity while another 53 districts are showing a 

positivity between 5%-10%. India’s positivity rate is around 5%, that could well descend into a runaway climb 

in serious infections if unchecked. 

The ICMR’s flag-waving comes in the context of the agency’s Fourth National Serology Survey finding 

that nearly 40 crore Indians likely lacked antibodies to the virus and were particularly vulnerable. On its own, 

the rise in infections would have been less of a concern had a substantial number of Indians — particularly 

those over 45 — been double vaccinated. As in previous waves, the elderly continue to be the most 

vulnerable. Nearly 80% of the mortality was from these vulnerable age groups and only 11% of the eligible 

adults have been fully vaccinated, which means significant numbers of the population are yet to get sufficient 

protection. India has so far administered 47.1 crore doses since the beginning of the vaccination drive in 

January. The Centre has said it will vaccinate all adults, 94.4 crore approximately, by the year-end. This target 

requires a daily inoculation of 90 lakh to 100 lakh doses per day. For most of July, the average inoculations 

have ranged from 30-60 lakh. States whose districts are most vulnerable ought to be given preference and 

there should be accelerated campaigns to double inoculate the elderly. Every effort should be made to break 

the link between infections and hospitalisation and deaths. 

 

 cusp (noun) – a point where something will 

change from one state to another. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 

unsettling, disturbing, troubling. 

 note (noun) – records, report, account. 

 press ahead/on (verb) – continue, proceed (in 

one’s activity/effort). 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine 

to protect against a particular disease; 

immunization. 

 hover around (verb) – remain at a level. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward 

trend. 

 concern (noun) – worry, anxiety, 

apprehension; issue. 

 assume (verb) – begin to have, come to have, 

adapt (a particular quality/appearance).  

 proportion (noun) – portion, share, quantity; 

ratio, distribution. 

 trajectory (noun) – way, track/course, route, 

direction, approach. 

 admirable (adjective) – commendable,  

praiseworthy, laudable, exceptional, notable. 

 track record (noun) – previous performance, 

previous accomplishments, previous 

achievements. 

 under siege (phrase) – going through a siege; 

very seriously attacked/criticized. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 
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 vulnerable (adjective) – endangered, unsafe, 

unprotected, unguarded ill-protected; easily 

affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 concomitant (adjective) –  associated, related, 

connected, linked. 

 prompt (verb) – cause, impel, urge. 

 positivity rate (noun) – the proportion of 

positives to total tests done for disease; the 

percentage of tests that are turning out to be 

positive for disease; the rate at which people 

getting tested for disease receive positive 

results. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 curtail (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce, 

restrict, limit. 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

(noun) – the apex body in India for the 

formulation, coordination and promotion of 

biomedical research, is one of the oldest 

medical research bodies in the world. As early 

as in 1911, the Government of India set up the 

Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) with 

the specific objective of sponsoring and 

coordinating medical research in the country. 

It was redesignated in 1949 as the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The ICMR 

is funded by the Government of India through 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

 descend into (phrasal verb) – (of a situation) 

fall, slide, degenerate, deteriorate, decline. 

 runaway (adjective/noun as modifier) – out of 

control, uncontrolled, unchecked. 

 climb (noun) – increase, rise, growth. 

 unchecked (adjective) – uncontrolled, 

unconstrained, unrestricted. 

 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic 

examination of blood serum concerning the 

immune system’s response to pathogens (the 

pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that 

causes disease). (serum is an amber (yellowish-

orange), watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained 

from blood…). 
 flag-waving (noun) – signaling; forewarn, 

caution.  

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably, doubtlessly. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be deficient in, not 

have enough of. 

 antibody (noun) – it is also called 

‘immunoglobulin’; a protective protein 

produced mainly by plasma (blood) cells in the 

immune system in response to the presence of 

antigens (disease causing organisms (bacteria 

& viruses) and other harmful/toxic foreign 

substances like insect venom). 

 on one’s own (phrase) – used to mention that 

something happens alone; all alone, by 

oneself, all by oneself, independently, single-

handedly. 

 substantial (adjective) – considerable, 

significant, large. 

 vaccinate (verb) – inoculate, administer, 

introduce (with a vaccine to provide immunity 

against a disease). 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 

cause) the rate/number of death. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, 

up to this point. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 

apply (a drug/vaccine). 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of 

something. 

 drive (noun) – campaign, movement, effort, 

push/thrust. 

 inoculation (noun) – vaccination, injection, 

immunization; jab, shot. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 

seeks to influence the decision making 

progress within a specific group; drive, effort, 

push/thrust. 

 accelerated (adjective) – increased, expedited, 

stepped up, hastened. 

 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a vaccine 

into the body of someone to produce 

immunity to a particular disease; immunize, 

vaccinate. 

 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 

admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 

treatment. 
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BEING BOMMAI:  

ON NEW KARNATAKA CHIEF MINISTER 
The new Chief Minister will have to strike a balance between conflicting interests 
The new Chief Minister of Karnataka, Basavaraj Bommai, has to reconcile several conflicting factors 

while appointing his Council of Ministers. His predecessor B.S. Yediyurappa was ejected by the Bharatiya 

Janata Party high command that wants a new start in the State. The new Chief Minister is seen as aligned to 

Mr. Yediyurappa and both belong to the Lingayat community that is strong, numerically and economically. 

Mr. Yediyurappa’s heyday might be behind him, but he continues to hold significant sway among voters. 

Given the circumstance, the challenge before Mr. Bommai is to strike a balance between the imperatives of 

change and continuity. Mr. Yediyurappa had little moral scruples in pursuing political power and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party rode on his shoulders until recently. But the baggage that came with it has been 

heavy. He masterminded large-scale defections from the Congress and the Janata Dal (S) to aggregate an 

Assembly majority for the Bharatiya Janata Party that it had not won in the election. Allegations of nepotism 

and corruption shadowed his tenure. The steadfast support that he enjoyed among the Lingayats, who 

remain the backbone of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s social base in Karnataka, was intimidating for the party 

central leadership. And when it finally managed to effect a change, it ensured that the baton was handed 

over to his nominee and not to any of his many detractors in the party. 

Mr. Bommai has to demonstrate to the Lingayats that he is one among them while trying to reach 

out to other communities and expand the party’s base. He has to balance various interest groups within the 

Lingayats. He has to shake off the debris of the past without earning the wrath of Mr. Yediyurappa. He has to 

demonstrate a capacity to govern better than his predecessor but keep various factions and interest groups 

that held sway during the previous regime happy. He has to deliver on the priorities of the Bharatiya Janata 

Party high command on the one hand and also balance his known personal convictions with the 

requirements of Hindutva politics into which he converted as late as 2008, at the age of 48. Even after taking 

over as Chief Minister, Mr. Bommai spoke about his father and former Chief Minister S.R. Bommai’s 

“principled politics” that he said was inspired by Left leader M.N. Roy. Mr. Yediyurappa has said it is the Chief 

Minister’s prerogative to choose his Council, but also expressed confidence that the defectors will be 

protected. All this at a time when it remains unclear whether the Bharatiya Janata Party ’s plans for him are 

for the longer term. Having come this far without alienating any section within the party or his support base, 

it is likely that Mr. Bommai will pass the test. 

 

 strike a balance (phrase) – find a fair & 

reasonable line of action between two 

contrasting things. 

 conflicting (adjective) – contradictory, 

opposite, different, divergent, varying, 

contrasting. 

 interest (noun) – concern, matter; benefit/ 

advantage. 

 conflict of interest (noun) – a situation in 

which a person cannot do his/her job fairly 

because he/she has the power to decide 

something in a way that would be to his/her 

advantage, although this may not be the best 

decision. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the 

post; forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 reconcile (verb) – accept, come to terms with, 

accommodate oneself to, adjust oneself to, 

become accustomed to. 

 eject (verb) – dismiss, remove, discharge, oust. 

 high command (noun) – headquarters, main 

office; chief of staff. 

 align (verb) – unite, combine, join forces, team 

up, band together. 

 belong to (verb) – be a member of, be 

affiliated to, be associated with, be connected 

to, be linked to. 

 numerically (adverb) – with regard to 

numbers. 

 heyday (noun) – prime time, peak period, 

crowning/high point. 
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 be behind someone (phrase) – in support of 

someone, on the side of someone. 

 hold sway (phrase) – hold power, have the 

greatest influence, have the upper hand. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 circumstance (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 

 continuity (noun) – stability, persistence, 

continuance, changelessness. 

 scruples (noun) – principles, standards, values, 

ethics. 

 pursue (verb) – work towards, try for, seek, 

search for, strive for.  

 ride on (phrasal verb) – depend on. 

 ride on someone’s shoulders (phrase) – 

piggyback, take advantage of. 

 baggage (noun) – qualities/traits, (past) 

experiences, (long-held) attitudes considered 

as a burden. 

 come with (phrasal verb) – develop as a result 

of something. 

 mastermind (verb) – plan, conduct, 

coordinate; orchestrate, engineer. 

 defection (noun) – desertion, absconding, 

decamping. 

 aggregate (verb) – combine, merge, join, 

consolidate. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 nepotism (noun) – favouritism, preferential 

treatment, patronage/partiality. 

 shadow (verb) – follow, trail, track, 

accompany. 

 tenure (noun) – term, time, period (in office); 

incumbency. 

 steadfast (adjective) – firm, determined, 

resolute. 

 backbone (noun) – mainstay, cornerstone, 

foundation, chief support. 

 base (noun) – basis, bedrock, foundation, core; 

(In politics, the term base refers to a group of 

voters who always support a single party’s 

candidates for elected office). 

 intimidate (verb) – frighten, threaten, scare, 

overawe, discourage. 

 baton (noun) – responsibility. 

 pass the baton (phrase) – hand over a specific 

responsibility/duty. 

 hand over (phrasal verb) – pass, assign, 

transfer.  

 nominee (noun) – candidate. 

 detractor (noun) – critic, fault-finder, 

backbiter, censurer. 

 be one among them (phrase) – belong to a 

particular group. 

 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 

 interest group (noun) – a group of people that 

tries to influence government policy according 

to their common interest/concern. 

 shake off (phrasal verb) – deal with, 

handle/tackle; get rid of, free oneself from, get 

over, recover from. 

 debris (noun) – remains. 

 wrath (noun) – extreme anger, rage, fury. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 deliver (verb) – fulfil, live up to, carry out, carry 

through, implement. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to 

introduce the first of two contrasting different, 

points, facts, or ways of looking at something.  

It is always followed later by “on the other 

hand” or ‘on the other’. 
 conviction (noun) – belief, opinion, view, 

thought, idea, position. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, 

take control of, gain control of, take charge of, 

take command of. 

 principled (adjective) – moral, ethical, 

virtuous, righteous, right-minded, honest.  

 prerogative (noun) – entitlement, right, 

privilege. 

 defector (noun) – betrayer, turncoat, traitor (a 

person who changes sides). 

 alienate (verb) – isolate, detach, disunite, 

separate, make hostile to. 
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